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The disinterment of an ancient test from the
Shastras in favour of some reform has no effect
whatever on the average Indian, who is quite
shrewd enough to know that the devil sometimes
for his own purposes quotes Scripture. The fact
is that social legislation in India is already far in
advance of public opinion, and the Age of Consent
Act, for example, has proved a dead-letter.

Infant marriage, instead of being abandoned, is
probably on the increase, and the very stronghold of
this practice is a province in the van of the cyclonic
march of progress, Bengal. It is by no means so
certain, as is contended, that this custom, which is
the subject of gross exaggeration and misrepresen-
tation, is not the best for the countries and the
peoples in which it obtains, and it is quite certain
that the resultant evils have been habitually repre-
sented as far greater than they really are by mis-
sionaries, whose information and impartiality are not
always equal to their zeal and sincerity.

The Hindu system finds a husband for every
woman, and gives every man a wife; and even in
Bengal, where the figures are highest, only one-
fifth of the women are widows, as against one-tenth
in England, while the number of unmarried women
is enormously larger in England than in Bengal.
The evils brought about by this compulsory celibacy
are probably by no means less than those produced
by infant marriage and the resulting more frequent